
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



476 



THE SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY 



THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE 



THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF EUGENICS 

In this journal special attention has 
always been given to problems of 
evolution, heredity and eugenics. As 
older readers of the The Popular 
Science Monthly will remember, it 
gave the first American publication 
to the work of Spencer, and, to a 
certain extent of Darwin, Huxley 
and the other leaders in the develop- 
ment of the doctrine of evolution. 
It was indeed under the elder You- 
mans a journal primarily devoted to 
the cause of evolution at a time when 
the word stood for heresy not only 
with the general public, but also 
among most men of science. 

During the past twenty years under 
its present editorial control, The Sci- 
entific Monthly has continued to 
devote a considerable part of its 
space to work bearing on heredity 
and eugenics. Francis Galton printed 
here articles laying the foundation of 
eugenics, and the leading American 
students of genetics — Brooks, Wilson, 
Morgan, Conklin, Davenport, Jen- 
nings, Pearl and many others have 
communicated the results of their 
work to the wider scientific and edu- 
cated public through this journal. In 
like manner, many articles by leaders 
in the subject have been printed on 
human heredity in so far as it is open 
to experimental or statistical study, 
and in other subjects on which a sci- 
ence of eugenics must rest — popula- 
tion, birth and death rates, immigra- 
tion, racial differences, human be- 
havior, etc. 

We are consequently pleased to be 
able to record the holding in New 
York City of the second International 
Congress of Eugenics and to print in 
the present issue of the Monthly 
several of the more important ad- 
dresses by foreign representatives. 
Shakespeare left no descendants, and 



Ben Jonson remarked that nature, 
having made her masterpiece, broke 
the mold. The four sons of Charles 
Darwin have followed scientific ca- 
reers, a fine example of family 
heredity and tradition. It is a special 
privilege to welcome to the United 
States and to print the address in 
advocacy of eugenics of Major Leon- 
ard Darwin, based so largely on the 
works of his father, Charles Dar- 
win, and of his cousin, Francis 
Galton. We hope to be able to 
publish in subsequent issues a gen- 
eral account of the congress by Dr. 
C. C. Little, the secretary, and several 
of the papers containing the results 
of more special scientific research. 
The program was strong in genetics, 
in which America now. probably is 
leading. But all the divisions main- 
tained good standards, the more 
doubtful theories and premature ap- 
plications of ignorance, to which 
newer sciences such as eugenics and 
psychology are subject, having been 
in general avoided. 

THE MEETING OF CHEMISTS 
IN NEW YORK CITY 

The sixty-second meeting of the 
American Chemical Society, held like 
the Congress of Eugenics in New 
York during September, may lead to 
the hope that . the city will give as 
much concern to becoming the center 
of the scientific as of the financial 
world. It was partly an Anglo- 
American meeting, for the Society of 
Chemical Industry having met in 
Canada, a number of the English and 
Canadian members took part in the 
New York meeting. 

When the visiting guests crossed 
the border into the United States at 
Niagara Falls, President Harding 
welcomed them with the following 
telegram : 

It is a pleasure to extend greetings 
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to the gathering of American, Cana- 
dian and British Societies represent- 
ing the chemical sciences and in- 
dustries meeting on American soil. 
Probably none of the materialistic 
sciences holds promise of so great 
contributions to human welfare in the 
coming generations as that which 
your organization represents. The 
developments of applied chemistry in- 
volve both a possibility of vastly in- 
creased horrors in human conflict and 
alternately inestimable benefits to a 
peaceful civilization. Let us hope 
that a science so fraught with either 
good or vicious possibilities may be 
turned, through the wisdom of the 
nations, to the benefit and advance- 
ment of mankind. 

The meeting in New York was ap- 
propriately presided over by Dr. 
Edgar F. Smith, lately provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania and 
twenty-five years before president of 
the society. At the opening meeting 
at Columbia University, addresses 
were made by Francis P. Garvan on 
"Chemistry and the State," by Sir 
William Pope on "Chemical Warfare" 
and Professor R. F. Ruttan on "Or- 
ganization of Industrial Research in 
Canada." At the closing general 
meeting Dr. Smith gave the presi- 
dential address on "Progress in 
Chemistry." This address was pre- 
ceded by the unveiling of the Priest- 
ley portrait which is to be placed in 
the National Museum, the unveiling 
being accompanied by a description of 
the life and work of Priestley, by Dr. 
C. A. Browne. 

An international meeting was held 
in the grand hall of the College of 
the City of New York after an organ 
recital by Professor Samuel A. Bald- 
win. 

Chemistry and Civilisation : Dr. 
Edgar F. Smith, provost _ emeritus, 
University of Pennsylvania, in the 
chair. 

Science and Civilieation ; The Role 
of Chemistry : Dr. Chas. Baskerville, 
director of the laboratories. College 
of the City of New York; chairman, 
International Committee. 

Energy; Its Sources and Future 
Possibilities: Dr. Arthur D. Little, 
chemical engineer and technologist, 
Boston. 



The Engineer; Human and Superior 
Direction of Poiver : Dr. Leo H. 
Baekeland, honorary professor of 
chemical engineering, Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

Chemistry and Life: Sir William 
J. Pope, professor of chemistry, Cam- 
bridge University. 

Theories: Dr. Willis R. Whitney, 
head of research department. General , 
Electric Company. 

Research Applied to the World's 
Work: Dr. C. E. K. Mees, head of 
research department, Eastman Kodak 
Company. 

Problem of Diffusion and Its Bear- 
ing on Civilization : Professor Ernst 
Cohen, professor of chemistry. Uni- 
versity of Utrecht. 

Catalysis; The N ew Economic Fac- 
tor: Professor Wilder D. Bancroft, 
professor of physical chemistry, Cor- 
nell University. 

THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 

HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
A third scientific meeting, like the 
Congress of Eugenics and the Chemi- 
cal meeting concerned largely with 
the public welfare, will be held in 
New York City during the autumn. 
The fiftieth annual meeting of the 
American Public Health Association 
will be the occasion of a health fort- 
night from November 8-19. It is 
hoped that its slogan, "Health First," 
will stimulate interest throughout the 
country. Health fortnight will in- 
clude three major divisions — a Health 
Institute from November 8-11; a 
Health Exposition, November 14-19; 
the Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, 
November 14-19. 

The Public Health Exposition will 
be conducted under the joint auspices 
of the Department of Health of the 
City of New York and the American 
Public Health Association. Already 
allotments of space indicate that at 
least two entire floors of the Grand 
Central Palace will be occupied by 
the exhibitors. The exhibits will in- 
clude those of educational and philan- 
thropic organizations and those of 
commercial houses producing ap- 
proved articles of health value. The 



